Can we get people to participate in a study of sexual behavior?
Interpreting the results of any study requires careful analysis to determine how selective participation may have influenced the findings. Participation in a study of sexual behavior may be influenced by who is doing the study, who the participants are, what it means to participate, what the study involves, and what is meant by sexual behavior. Identify potential sources of bias that could be detected by asking the question "Can we get people to participate in a study of sexual behavior?" Review of important examples of participation bias from the literature. Examination of a convenience sample of key studies of sexual behavior to see how they have addressed participation-related issues. There are many examples of studies where misleading results were caused by participation bias. Many key studies of sexual behavior did not address fully the potential impact of selective participation. No study is completely without participation bias. Understanding potential sources of bias is essential when designing a study or interpreting the results.